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LETTER
FROM
THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Dear CLAGS family, friends,
partners, & supporters,

CLAGS is a safe place for so many and we hold strong
to the fact that we will continue to hold space for
all that need it – whether it be communal space,
professional development space, or a healing space.

We are living in difficult times. However, we are also
demonstrating love, support, unity, pride, and resolve as
social change – although slow at times – is happening. I
want to take a moment to reflect on these past two years.
It has been an honor and pleasure to continue serving as
the Executive Director of the Center for LGBTQ Studies
(CLAGS). My original aim, from my inaugural year “to learn
through collaborative action and engagement with the
staff, board members, and the larger CLAGS community”
has continued to guide me in leading the organization. The
work of trust-building, community partnership engagement,
and infrastructure development requires both patience and
time. These last two years have helped us at CLAGS continue
to forge new relationships, deepen existing ones, and build
documented institutional memory that will ensure both
an accurate preservation of our important past, but serve
as the foundation from which we can continue to grow by
broadening our scope of work and expanding our reach.

Two of CLAGS’ anchor awards, Kessler and Munoz, honored
well-deserving individuals. Kessler 2018 recipient, Amber
Hollibaugh’s recognition included a powerful message of
not only desire, but one of sexual liberation’s importance.
Kessler 2019 recipient, Jasbir Puar’s recognition included an
address that was a call to action – one recognizing the fact
that we must dismantle the societal structures and systems
that oppress us. The 2019 Munoz honoree, Cheryl Dunye’s
conversation with Board Co-Chair Shawn(ta) Smith-Cruz
was intimate, joyful, and hope-filled. The conversation
highlighted how we, through the queer (of color) community
provide life-long support, mentorship, and advocacy.
In addition to our existing coveted awards, CLAGS began a
new tradition through the Community Recognition Award.
This award is one that honors the tireless, often unrecognized
work and legacy of a community hero. The inaugural honoree,
Jay Toole helped build and sustain the LGBTQIA Civil Rights’
Movement and provides a voice for those that are often
overlooked in our community. Furthermore, this event is one
that provided space to honor all of our fellowship recipients
and awardees. The Community Recognition Award is also
a celebration and a way for us to collectively show our
love for one another. This serves as a space to take respite,
but also cultivate innovative ideas on a way forward.

More specifically, over the past two years, we have been
successful in the continuation of our public programming and
associated activities. The programming that we have been able
to provide has included our traditional work in areas such as:
critical pedagogy, diverse queer diaspora, and remembering/
honoring our community’s fathers and mothers. We also
expanded our work topically by offering financial health
educational seminars, partnering to hold the inaugural Trans
and Non-Binary Film Series raising up the work of trans and
non-binary filmmakers, examining the intersection of trans
lives, Trans Studies, and transhealth in midst of the COVID-19
pandemic as well as working with a number of partners
across disciplines and sectors. We supported the work of
fellow organizations and movements like Reclaiming Pride to
ensure that actions like corporatization and pink-washing are
recognized as unacceptable. The work that we do at CLAGS also
could not be done without co-sponsorship of other centers,
institutes, and our board members. In fact, the labor of many
of our events were co-sponsored by other institutions and
spearheaded by our board members as program developers,
conveners, moderators, and presenters. We strive to raise up
voices of our communities and our families through continued
advocacy and recognition, including fellowships and awards.

As we look ahead, CLAGS will continue to be an industry
lead addressing the issues most important to the
LGBTQIA+ community. We are embarking on a larger
strategic planning process to set our agenda for the years
to come and will be looking for the honest insights and
perspectives of everyone in our community. We look
forward to providing strengthening our education/training
platform and certificate program, broadening our digital/
virtual reach, expanding our membership, and solidifying
our sustainability through diverse revenue streams.
I am looking forward to continuing to have the hard
conversations and pushing for equity. We must stay
vigilant and remember together we will continue to rise.
With joy, love, and pride,

Despite sociopolitical and fiscal challenges, through fellowships
and awards, we celebrated the invaluable contributions from a
diverse set of scholars, students, advocates, and communities.
The work of these leaders focuses on strengthening the LGBTQ
community in a very important way of not only our progress,
but critiquing it so that we as a community continue to strive
to do more ---- increase advocacy, fight for inclusivity, and
eradicate inequities. Continuing in our CLAGS tradition, we also
saw the return of past honorees, members, and collaborators.
Many presented on their cutting-edge scholarship and others
provided wisdom, guidance, and insights in how we as a
community stay strong, engage in self-care, and persevere.

Justin T. Brown, PhD, MPH
Executive Director
The Center for LGBTQ Studies, CLAGS
The Graduate Center, CUNY
Assistant Professor, Health Sciences
Program Director, Public &
Community Health
LaGuardia Community College, CUNY
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LETTER
FROM THE
BOARD
CHAIR
2018-2019 An Event-Filled Year!

California; we coordinated with Cheryl Dunye to postpone her
event to the Fall; we were honored to celebrate the legacy
and continued work of Stonewall Survivor and LGBTQ Pioneer
Jay Toole at an event that also worked as a fundraiser; and
we invited seven new board members to join our team.

CLAGS and its Board of Directors has undergone a
transformative year. With World Pride and the Stonewall
50 programming that overtook NYC, it was clear that
our energies would be noticed and appreciated. Yet,
we also knew that if we took some time to regenerate,
postponed an event or two, and reevaluated processes,
NYC wouldn’t be at a loss for queer programming.

Other conversations that happened in the back end are
what we think would be great to share here: We received a
final endowment from Ivor Kraft as a result of his passing
- money whose bequest was to the GC library for queer
library books. Board decision and intervention worked with
the library to transfer the funds to CLAGS on behalf of a
previous Board member and current Chief Librarian, Polly
Thistlethwaite. As a result, we were able to confidently hire
our new Events and Programming Coordinator, Syd Balou.

We are a working Board. This means that a great deal of the
work of CLAGS, though implemented and carried out by its
staff, also moves through the inboxes of individual board
members. This reality means that we strive to maintain a
Board that has representation across the LGBTQ+ community,
members who exist at the intersections of multiple community
groups, races, genders, and subject specialities, graduate
students, scholars of varying ranks within the academy,
and also activists and artists whose core work is “on the
ground” with local and national queer communities.

We also worked with the CLAGS Archive - a range of
materials from newsletters, transcripts, film recordings of
lectures that date back to 1991, posters, ephemera from
twenty years of queer scholarship, including hand written
notes from scholars like Judith Butler or our founder
Duberman. Materials have been continually processed
for collaborations with the GC New Media Lab’s CUNY
Digital History Archive, as well as the Mina Rees Library.
Two interns were employed last year to coordinate the
permissions for newsletter articles, and conversations with
an LGBTQ database vendor as well as the CUNY Academic
Works institutional repository are in continuing.

Some things about CLAGS that happened this past year for
which the Board contributed, you already know about: CLAGS
was honored to supply a Kessler Award to American writer,
filmmaker and political activist Amber Hollibaugh; we invited
South African filmmaker Bev Ditise to screen her feature
film, Simon and I, upon her arrival to the states to receive an
honorary doctorate from Claremont Graduate University in
6

within LGBTQ immigrant communities. During this
period, CLAGS provided me with an intellectual space,
wherein I could learn and co-theorize with fellow queer
theorists and activists. I stepped up to join the CLAGS
board and serve as board chair as a way of giving
back to my beloved CLAGS community. Presently,
we live within a very precarious political conjuncture.
The attacks on public education, LGBTQ and feminist
studies (as well as our human rights) are relentless.
In this political climate CLAGS events and community
continue to carve out an academic-activist space
for queer scholars within one of the largest public
university systems in the country. As a scholar of
transnational sexuality studies, I was able to organize
a panel that brought together queer studies scholars
such as Dr. Rohit K. DasGupta from the Loughborough
University and Dr. Kaustav Bakshi from Jadavpur
University along with Indian queer activists from the
New York City area at CUNY. The panel discussed how
the movement for LGBT rights in India privileges upper
class and upper caste communities. We were able to
identify philanthropic organizations, and every day
ethical practices that will decenter an upper class and
caste narrative within queer movements in India.

Board member and filmmaker and community activist,
Alexis Clements, who stands as the sole member of our web
committee, fixing our site by clearing out its back-end, also
corralled the Board to construct a petition which received
over 1000 signatures in support of another fellow board
member, Red Washburn, a tenured professor at Kingsborough
Community College, who experienced a transphobic work
environment after coming out as trans post-tenure. Alexis
also joined the Queer Liberation March and compiled a list
of talking points for press inquiries who sought CLAGS as a
resource on the topic of LGBTQ community organizing. The
talking points were also received by a German television
station who interviewed co-chair Shawn(ta) Smith-Cruz on
the contradictions of a corporately sponsored Pride parade.
Some set-backs have been the loss of the Robert Giard
Fellowship, meaning we can no longer support the work
of LGBTQ photographers and media producers. This loss
left a true impression that more awards such as the Giard
Award are needed in our community. Whether responding
to requests for archiving individual memorabilia, to hiring a
new events coordinator, to collaborative events, to receiving
new board members, the CLAGS board has been busy and
excited to promote CLAGS programming and mission.

Another highlight for me, has been the highly attended
Kessler Award and lecture by Sara Ahmed. Ahmed’s
lecture discussed the uses of queer and the queering
of value. Ahmed urges us to decenter a value based
approach within queer and feminist movements.
Rather, she asks us to return to objects that have
lost values, or different values. We at CLAGS are
very proud to be able to host Sara Ahmed and her
partner, and to be able to provide the New York City
community an opportunity to attend Ahmed’s lecture
for no cost at all. Now that’s called queering value!

This coming year, we intend to continue ramping up our
event schedule and do more to position CLAGS as a key
partner—and asset—for the LGBTQ community in the city.
As gentrification and capitalist forces continue to put pressure
not only on our people, but also on the spaces where our
community can gather, think, resist and hold each other, the
efforts of organizations like CLAGS will continue to be critical
to the future of queerness in New York City, and beyond.
We intend to continue the support of the staff and director
while honing our own skills, and being graceful to ourselves
and our communities for another event-filled year.

We at CLAGS are very blessed to have amazing staff
members who remain dedicated to our mission
and purpose. Our new Executive Director, Dr. Justin
Brown brings with him a passion for developing
CLAGS infrastructure as well as programming around
community health. Our board members bring a
diversity of academic, activist, and professional
backgrounds. Such diversity is reflected in the rich
programming of CLAGS that ranges from humanities
to the social sciences. I am honored to have worked
aside Dr. Shereen Inayatuallah as Board Co-Chair and
have every faith in our incoming board chairs. CLAGS
will always be my intellectual home, even when I am
thousands of miles away from the graduate center.

Shawnta Smith-Cruz and Rodrigo Brandão

2019-2020 Board Co-chair letter
Dear friends of CLAGS,
I write this letter from rain soaked Kolkata, India.
I am presently traveling throughout South Asia to
conduct academic & activist collaborative research
that documents transgender activism in South
and South-East Asia. Serving as board co-chair
for CLAGS has been of immense joy for me, while
CLAGS also continues to provide me a much-needed
home and a platform for creating transnational
cutting edge queer (of color) scholarship.

Yours truly,

Debanuj DasGupta
CLAGS Co-chair

I spent over 10 years in New York City, organizing
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Clags
Statement
in Solidarity
With

Dear CLAGS community, friends,
associates, and partners,

BLACK
LIVES
MATTER
June 5, 2020
8

homosexuality,” then I know I cannot afford the
luxury of fighting one form of oppression only. I
cannot afford to believe that freedom from intolerance
is the right of only one particular group.
And I cannot afford to choose between the fronts
upon which I must battle these forces if
discrimination, wherever they appear to destroy me.
And when they appear to destroy me, it will
not be long before they appear to destroy you.

As we embark on Pride month and a time that
should be celebration and uplifting of our
community, we need to remember that everyday
our diverse community and its members
are denigrated, vilified, and attacked on many
fronts. It is important to remember that our
historical struggle is not one that is separated
and siloed from those of the Black
community. When there is an attack on Black and
Brown bodies, then there is an attack on
us, our family, our friends, and our allies. As a Black
gay man, I am angered and fed up, but I
am also fearful of the uncertainty of the future.
These are troubling times, but times that
have hopefully opened the eyes of those that
believe we are in a post-racist society, and
stirred something in people to realize that real
change and strides forward in the fight for
equality have not moved much since the Civil
Rights Movement. Although I may be afraid,
fear cannot stop me from raising my voice and
standing up against oppression and
genocide. I am reminded of the words from
Audre Lorde’s There is No Hierarchy of
Oppressions –

In this moment we must be vigilant and steadfast.
We must collectively fight to not forget
about the systemic affronts and violence hurled from a system
that was not built to support us, to embrace us, but to destroy
us by attempting to wash away our identities, our cultural
richness, and our pride. At CLAGS we stand in
solidarity with #BlackLivesMatter and the
fight for social justice for George Floyd, Breanna
Taylor, Tony McDade and countless others
around the world. We must forge onward, we
must not forget, we must not celebrate until
we can stand up and say “we all are truly free”.
As we approach 30 years, CLAGS continues to
be dedicated to holding space, uplifting all
others, and fighting for social change. Through
our work – past, present, and future – we
are committed to fighting injustice through
education, critical research, and communitybased activism.

I simply do not believe that one aspect of myself
can possibly profit from the oppression of my
other part of my identity. I know that my people
cannot possibly profit from the oppression of
any other group which seeks the right to peaceful
existence. Rather we diminish ourselves by
denying to others what we have shed blood to obtain
for our children
....The increasing attacks upon lesbians and gay
men, are only an introduction to the increasing
attacks upon all Black people, for wherever oppression
manifests itself in this country, Black
people are potential victims. And it is a standard of
right-wing cynicism to encourage members
of oppressed groups to act against each other,
and so long as we are divided because of our
particular identities we cannot join together in
effective political action. Within the lesbian
community I am Black, and within the Black community
I am a lesbian. Any attack against Black
people is a lesbian and gay issue, because I and
thousands of other Black women are part of the
lesbian community. Any attack against lesbians and
gays is a Black issue, because thousands of
lesbians and gay men are Black. There
is no hierarchy of oppression.
...As a Black person, I know who my enemies are,
and when the Ku Klux Klan goes to court in
Detroit to try and force the Board of Education
to remove books the Klan believes “hint at

I urge us all to support, care, and love each other.
Through community we not only heal, but
we grow stronger in our fight for recognition
and parity within larger society.
Stay safe, stay strong, and stay vigilant.
Much love,
Justin T. Brown, PhD, MPH
Executive Director, the Center for LGBTQ Studies (CLAGS)
The Graduate Center, City University of New York (CUNY)
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CLAGS
ANNUAL
EVENTS

the ethnography of lesbian and gay communities in
the United States. The event was co-sponsored with
the Department of Anthropology and the Center for
the Study of Women and Society and discussed a range
of Dr. Newton’s work including her groundbreaking
books, Mother camp: female impersonators in America
(1972); Cherry Grove, Fire Island: Sixty years in America’s
first gay and lesbian town (1993); and Margaret Mead
made me gay: personal essays, public ideas (2000)
—the latter two which won the Ruth Benedict Award
of the Society of Lesbian and Gay Anthropologists
of the American Anthropological Association.
•

After supporting our 10th Annual New York Rainbow
Book Fair in October, we hosted a sold-out LGBTQ
Financial Wellness Workshop titled Creating Economic
Resilience for Ourselves and Our Communities.
The event recognized that money isn’t neutral and
questioned: what if we were able to navigate finances
more seamlessly by being intersectional? What if we
could approach money as a resource, so that we and
our communities had more of what we need? Taught
by CUNY GC alum Hadassah Damien of Ride Free
Fearless Money (www.ridefreefearlessmoney.com),

Member. Please read Dr. Red Washburn’s write up about
the event for a full debrief about the discussion.
•

We began November with a conversation between
Dr. Dora Santana, Assistant Professor of Gender
Studies at John Jay College and Imara Jones, Fellowin-Residence at The New York Women’s Foundation
about what it means to be a woman in a world where
gender is shifting during the event, The Future of
Womanhood: A Trans and Afro-Atlantic Conversation.
At a time of reshaping and reforming long-held ideas
about race, gender and sexuality, Dr. Santana and
Imara Jones discussed what the experiences of trans
people and people from across the Afro-Atlantic
world can tell us about the future of womanhood
within a larger context of change. This event was cosponsored with The New York Women’s Foundation.

•

Mid-month, in partnership with The Bush Film Series,
CLAGS curated a selection of short films created by
and with transgender and non-binary filmmakers.
The first annual Trans and Non-Binary Film Series was
held in honor of our November programming devoted
to transgender and non-binary topics and areas of
interest. Each day was filled with a number of both
narrative and documentary films along with a Q&A

2018-2020
•

Our first event of Fall 2019 celebrated the 2019 Helen
Pond McIntyre ’48 Lecture with Cherríe Moraga, the
celebrated activist, writer, and co-editor of the influential
anthology This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical
Women of Color (1981). Cherríe gave a reading followed
by a discussion of her new memoir Native Country of
the Heart (2019), a love letter to her mother and an
intimate portrait of the U.S.-Mexican diaspora. She spoke
to the issue of cultural amnesia in the United States
and the recuperation of ancestral memory toward the
radicalization of political consciousness and activism
for the future. This event was co-sponsored with the
following departments and offices at the Graduate
Center, CUNY: The Center for the Study of Women and
Society and the Institute for Research on the African
Diaspora in the Americas and the Caribbean (IRADAC).

•

We also hosted a wonderful CLAGS Open House in
mid-September which included a meet and great
with CLAGS staff, CLAGS Board Members, and
other LGBTQ students and CLAGS community.

from a select number of directors of the selected
films. This event is co-hosted with The Bush Films.

•
•

•

and French at The Graduate Center, spoke about his
much-anticipated sequel to Call Me by Your Name,
titled Find Me, with Hilton Als, Pulitzer Prize–winning
theater critic and staff writer for The New Yorker. The
discussion revisited the characters decades after their first
meeting further exploring one of the great contemporary
romances. This event was presented with CUNY Public
Programming and the Center for the Humanities.

At the end of September 2019, we honored filmmaker
Cheryl Dunye with the José Esteban Muñoz Award. You
can find a full summary of the event under the José
Esteban Muñoz Award section of this annual report.
Mid-semester we co-sponsor a riveting lecture and
discussion with a founding member of CLAGS, Dr.
Esther Newton, titled, My Butch Career: In Conversation
with Esther Newton. Dr. Esther Newton is a cultural
anthropologist best known for her pioneering work on
10

this workshop helped participants engage frameworks
to help them create long term financial wellness.
At the end of October, we organized and hosted
our first Trans CUNY: Town Hall Discussion about
Transgender Rights at CUNY with Dr. Paisley Currah,
Endowed Chair of Women’s and Gender Studies at
Brooklyn College and Professor of Political Science at
Brooklyn College and the Graduate Center and Dr. Red
Washburn, Director of Women’s and Gender Studies
and Associate Professor of English at Kingsborough
Community College and CLAGS Board of Directors

•

•

On November 20th, we held the first annual Trans
Day of Remembrance to memorialize those who have
been murdered as a result of transphobia. The event
was a reminder of the continued violence endured by
transgender people and was attended by non-binary
folks and our allies in varies cisgender communities
to hold space for the most vulnerable among us.
We ended the Fall 2019 semester with André Aciman on
Find Me: In Conversation with Hilton Als. Aciman, who
is a distinguished professor of comparative literature
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•

Our last 2019 event honored Jasbir Puar winner of the
2019 Kessler Award. Please read the write up found
latter in this annual report to get a full summary of
Puar’s acceptance speech, A No-State “Solution”: Inter/
nationalism and the Question of Queer Theory.

•

The COVID-19 pandemic brought CLAGS programming
to a standstill at the beginning of 2020. Unfortunately,
we were unable to accommodate many of our scheduled
Spring 2020 events online. We are deeply saddened by
the magnitude of COVID-19 and the disproportionate
impact the virus had/has on people of color, queer youth,
and most vulnerable. As a community, CLAGS organized
a couple online virtual events when the CUNY, GC

transitioned to distance modalities. One such event was
organized by our board co-chair, Dr. Debanuj Dasgupta
entitled, COVID-19: Trans Lives and Trans Studies. Please
read Dr. Dasgupta’s reflection on the event below:

Link to the call for conversations: litwinbooks.com
And this is a link to the recording of
the event: nyu.zoom.us
The lively online conversation discussed
librarianship and the queer community.

As a scholar of transnational feminist, queer/ transgender
studies, I was able to organize one of the first virtual
roundtables in the country that addressed the impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic upon transgender lives and
studies. Legendary transgender studies scholar Dr. Susan
Stryker was joined with Amita Swadhin (founder of
Mirror Memoirs), Chanelle Lopez (Transgender Liaison
for the New York City Human Rights Commission), Dr.
Treva Ellison (Pomona College), Dr. Red Washburn (CUNY,
Kingsborough and CLAGS Board Member), and myself.
Collectively we discussed different survival economies,
how top and bottom surgeries are being classified as
non-essential and causing delays in transition process.
In my work in Kolkata, Dhaka, Colombo, and Kathmandu,
majority of transgender communities are left without
income and struggling for access to food and shelter. Our
virtual coming together, allowed us to mourn collectively,
and renew our spirits for the long struggle ahead of us.

•

Debanuj Dasgupta,
CLAGS board co-chair
•

•

Dr. Dasgupta also organized our first PRIDE month
event, Queer Migration and Visual Narratives that
presented a cross movement dialogue of Queer Asian
American Critique and the Movement in defense of
Black Lives, contentions, coalitions, and intersections.
This online live dialogue was accessible worldwide
and featured a timely discussion between Dr. Gayatri
Gopinath, Director of Gender and Sexuality Studies at
NYU, Dr. Jian Neo Chen, Associate Professor of English
and Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies at Ohio
State University, Ali Asgar, independent Artist and
Activist, and our own Dr. Debanuj Dasgupta, Assistant
Professor of Geography and Women, Gender, and
Sexuality studies at the University of Connecticut.

The Trans CUNY Town Hall, sponsored by the Center for
LGBTQ Studies and the Center for the Study of Women
in Society was held on October 30, 2019 in the Skylight
Room at the Graduate Center. It was the first ever town
hall about trans issues in CUNY, and it was standing
room only with Council member Helen Rosenthal and
Ndigo Washington as speakers. Dr. Justin Brown and
Sydney Baloue organized and introduced the event. Dr.
Red Washburn and Dr. Paisley Currah, Endowed Chair
of Women’s and Gender Studies at Brooklyn College,
facilitated this discussion. During the discussion,
many students, faculty, and staff across CUNY shared
their experiences with transphobic violence, including
issues with bathrooms, ids, misgendering, and other
forms of harassment and assault, which resulted in
some students leaving their campuses altogether.
They spanned approximately a dozen campuses. The
City Commission of Human Rights was present and
advised students. As a result of the town hall, 4 faculty
members, including Dr. Washburn and Dr. Currah, testified
with approximately 20 students at the Committee
for Women and Gender Equity oversight hearing for
Gender Equity in NYC: Access, Resources, and Support
for Transgender and Gender Non-Conforming New
Yorkers on November 27, 2019. CUNY students and
faculty were approximately half of the people testifying
with just a week’s notice and before a holiday.

COMUNITY
AWARD

Who is Jay Toole?
Jay Toole is a 71 year-old butch identified (well super butch
identified) lesbian who battled addiction for 37 years, during
which time she was homeless for over 25 years, and often lived
on and under the streets of NYC and in the NYC shelters.
At the age of 13 Jay was thrown out of her family unit when
she came home with a flat top haircut and boys clothes
and began living on the streets of the West Village.
Jay remembers those days in the 60s ... the beatings by
police and men who would drive in from New Jersey
and Long Island and of course the arrests of some for
not having the 3 articles of female clothing on.
Jay is a Stonewall Survivor (not a Stonewall Veteran). She
remembers those nights in June of 1969 and speaks about it all.

2018-2019

In 1999, Jay entered the shelter system
and got her GED at age 51.

The CLAGS Celebration of Community Event was the first
of its kind at CLAGS and was held on Wednesday, May
22, 2019 from 6:00-8:00pm. This event served as both a
fundraiser for CLAGS and a moment of celebration for Jay
Toole, a Stonewall Survivor and LGBTQ Historian who has
contributed immensely to the LGBTQ+ community. The
event allowed CLAGS to continue strengthening ties within
the LGBTQ+ community outside of the academy and to

In 2000, Jay left the New York shelter system for
her first ever apartment in her own name.
In 2001, Jay graduated from The Resource Training Center
to become an alcohol and substance abuse counselor
with an award and prize for leadership in education.
She worked at the NY LGBT Center as an out-reach
worker to the City’s shelters. Jay always felt she needed
to do more for the homeless LGBT community
In this time Jay was attending meetings with The Economic
Justice Network working on poverty and homelessness.
Some of the queers in that network decided to form
an organization Queers for Economic Justice and Jay
became a Co-founder of it. Little did Jay know what an
impact on her life was about to happen. Jay was the
second person hired there as the Director of the shelter
project where she stayed from beginning to end.
In that time Jay, received the Richard L. Schiegel National
Legion of Honor Award for Emerging Activist in 2006.
Honored for her service to the transgender community by The
Sylvia Rivera Law Project in 2011 and by CAMBA (one of the
largest homeless providers) in 2014 for her continued work
to make shelters safer for homeless queers. In 2017 Jay and
Miss Major were honored by The National Lawyers Guild.

On June 23rd, CLAGS partnered with NYU Division
of Libraries, Princeton Library, and Pratt School of
Information for a one-hour info-session called Grabbing
Tea: Queer Conversations in Librarianship. The event
which had over 300 RSVPs and about 175 attendees from
across the country and internationally played a dual role
of community conversation as well as an info-session
for an upcoming book contracted with Litwin Books
and co-edited by CLAGS Board co-chair, Shawn(ta)
Smith-Cruz and her co-author, Sara Howard of Princeton
University. The two librarians intended to provide
context for a non-traditional scholarly project aiming to
capture voices of queers who engage with libraries and
queer librarians who work with the queer community.
Overall the interrogation for how are queer librarians
are engaging with each other and communities was at
the crux of this staged conversation. Tea was optional.

Jay now does walking tours of the West Village telling
folks of what it was like being a young homeless
butch from 1963 onward. Colleges, organizations,
and just folks come on these tours.

honor a great member of our community with The 2019
Community LEADS Award. The evening had a full lineup of
light hors d’oeuvres and drinks, raffles, a silent auction, a
dance party with DJ Roze-Royce and a chance to celebrate
CLAGS fellowship and scholarship recipients that year. Those
awardees included the following people: Riley Snorton, Joe
Baez, Roy Pérez, Arundhati Katju, Jagadīśa-devaśrī Dacus
and Olivia Dunbar. Photo credits: Evelyn Martinez.
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2019-2020
The 2019-2020 Community Award was
cancelled due to the impact of COVID-19.
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QUEER
LIBERATION
2019 Queer Liberation March

45,000 people marching along the same route as the original
Christopher Street Liberation Day March. The March began at
the Stonewall Inn and continued up 6thAve to Central Park’s
Great Lawn. Chants of “We will not be quiet, Stonewall was a
riot!” followed Queer Liberation March participants, reminding
us of the continuous political struggles LGBTQ+ individuals
face in the US and across the globe. The March sought to
ensure that contemporary celebrations surrounding the
Stonewall riot, including the embrace of World Pride by NYC
Pride, not erase the historic and ongoing political struggles
of LGBTQ+ individuals. The March was also a reminder
of queer communities’ continued practice of resistance
against police, state, corporate, and societal oppression.
The March held two moments of silence during the day. The
first, occurred at 11am to remember those lost to homophobia,
transphobia, racism, sexism, HIV/AIDS and violence in all forms.
The second, at 2pm, was to honor those whose lives have
been cut short, whether from gun violence, incarceration,
or lack of medical care, and to pay special homage to trans
women of color murdered for simply being who they are.
The Rally, held in Central Park’s Great Lawn, included speakers
such as: Amir Ashour, founder and executive direct of
IraQueer, Iraq’s first LGBTQ+ organization; Sasha Alexander,
a queer trans, black/south Asian, founder and co-director
of Black Trans Media and colleague Olympia Sudan, a AfroLatinxasian transwomen and co-director of Black Trans
Media who spoke of the need to financially support Black and
brown trans women; Lydia X. Z. Brown, a disability justice
advocate and Justice Catalyst Fellow at the Bazelon Center
for Mental Health Law, who recognized the Rally and March
as a resistance space; Cecilia Gentili, founder of Transgender
Equity Consulting who spoke on the plight of sex workers and
the incarceration of queers; and Masha Gessen, staff writer
at the New Yorker. Larry Kramer, the playwright and longtime
ACT UP AIDS activist, a non-partisan group organized and
committed to taking direct action to end the AIDS crisis,
spoke at the rally sharing heartfelt words, “I’m approaching
my end, but I still have a few years of fight in me…I love
being gay, I love my people… Please give me something to
be proud of again, in these dark and dangerous days.”

drag queens, lesbians, and gay men continuously fought
against state sponsored oppression and violence. Latina
and Black gender non-conforming activists Sylvia Rivera
and Marsha P. Johnson established Street Transvestite
Action Revolutionaries (STAR); a grass-roots organization
effort providing housing and support for sex workers
and queer youth. The Combahee River Collective, a Black
feminist/lesbian organization established in the early 1970s,
brought intersectional oppressions of power and privilege
in their struggle against, racial, sexual, heterosexual, and
class subjugation to the forefront of their activism.

By Ariel G. Mekler

June 28th, 2019 marked the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall
riots where patrons of the Stonewall Inn resisted state
sponsored violence and police brutality. Regarded as a
turning point for modern day LGBTQ+ rights movements,
the riots are a continuous reminder of the systematic forms
of oppression queer people experience. In 1970, the Gay
Liberation Front organized the first-ever Christopher Street
Liberation Day March to commemorate the riots. This annual
event is now widely known as NYC’s Gay Pride Parade.

The Center for LGBTQ Studies (CLAGS), founded in 1991 as the
first university-based research center in the U.S. dedicated
to the study of LGBTQ+ issues and communities, stands
in accord with the Reclaim Pride Coalition. In light of our
commitment to fostering a broad network across academia,
the cultural sector, activists and the public, we are proud
to participate in solidarity with the Reclaim Pride Coalition
and the Queer Liberation March. Building coalitions across
sectors and struggles is crucial for all political efforts seeking
to end complex and entrenched systems of oppression.
History has shown us that queer liberation struggles were,
and continue to be, intersectional struggles. The Reclaim
Pride Coalition help call attention to that history, reminding
us that the fight for LGBTQ+ liberation cuts across every
demographic group. By making a point of not including the
police in the March, Reclaim Pride called attention to the

The Reclaim Pride Coalition –coordinators of the 2019
Queer Liberation March– organized in part to remind us of
the wider history of Queer rebellion and to shine a light on
the continuous commercialization, commodification, and
exploitation of queer communities across the globe since
the 1969 Stonewall riots. With a global coalition of over 100
organizations and thousands of individuals in support of
reclaiming NYC Pride, the Queer Liberation March stepped
off at 9:30am on June 30, 2019, drawing an estimate of

While Stonewall lives in the minds of many contemporary
individuals as the ‘beginning’ of the gay liberation movement,
queer rebellion, in reality, has a much broader history. The
Compton Cafeteria Uprising in1966, for example, was one
of the first queer resistance efforts fighting back against
police oppression and brutality in San Francisco, CA. By
the time the Gay Liberation Front organized the first
Christopher Street Liberation Day March, countless gender
non-conforming women of color, queer youth, sex workers,
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the brutal murder of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Tony
McDade, Layleen Polanco and many others, the Reclaim Pride
Coalition decided to hold the Queer Liberation March for Trans
and Queer Black Lives to stand with the Black Lives Matter
Movements to “defund, disarm, dismantle and abolish the
NYPD, and police nationwide.”[2] The Queer Liberation March
for Trans and Queer Black Lives was not a permitted event and
stepped off from Foley Square at 1pm on Sunday June 28, 2020.

historic police brutality that set off the Stonewall Riots, and
the ongoing police brutality that continues to impact many
LGBTQ+ individuals. We cannot forget that history and we
cannot ignore the impact of this violence in the present.
The Center for LGBTQ Studies at CUNY is proud to stand in
solidarity with the Reclaim Pride Coalition and is proud to
stand in solidarity with the 2019 Queer Liberation March.
For more information about Reclaim Pride and the Queer
Liberation March please visit: reclaimpridenyc.org
2020 Reclaim Pride & Queer Liberation March
for Black Lives and Against Police Brutality
By Ariel G. Mekler

With over 50,000 in attendance, the March was livestreamed for those who could not be there in person.
The livestream, presented from inside the historic
Stonewall Inn, was co-hosted by actor and ballroom
star Marquise Vilson Balenciag, celebrated poet and
performer Pamela Sneed, and legendary Peppermint.

The 2019 Queer Liberation March was by no means the end
of the Reclaim Pride Coalition. In fact, the work, mission, and
activism of Reclaim Pride became even more necessary as
the events of 2020 unfolded. In response to the devastating
impact of COVID-19, Reclaim Pride reminded us of the
disproportionate effects the pandemic has(d) on people of
color and queer individuals throughout New York City and
beyond. From queer youth facing the possibility of being outted
during stay at home orders to queer and trans individuals
having trouble accessing hormones during quarantine to
the exacerbated vulnerability of long-term HIV survivors,
Reclaim Pride Coalition not only organized a list of resources
available on their website for vulnerable LGBTQ+ individuals
facing the unforgiving impact of COVID-19 in New York City,
but continued to advocate against systems of oppression
and bigotry that surfaced during the height of the pandemic.
One such system was the 68-bed field hospital erected in
Central Park in partnership with Mt. Sinai hospital and run
by Samaritan’s Purse; an evangelical Christian organization
run by Franklin Graham, son of the late Billy Graham.

Approximately four hours into the peaceful March, the
NYPD confronted protestors at Washington Square Park
making arrests, using physical force against protestors,
and using pepper spray on the crowd. Despite this outward
and unnecessary police brutality, the Queer Liberation
March for Trans and Queer Black Lives held the line.
[1]
[2]

ny1.com
reclaimpridenyc.org

2019 Photo credits
All photos by:
Leandro Justen (@leandrojusten)
https://www.instagram.com/leandrojusten/
https://leandrojusten.shootproof.com/gallery/9682883/home

Known for its explicitly anti-LGBTQ+ bigotry, Samaritan’s
Purse required a signed “statement of faith” for any volunteer
or staff member working at the COVID-19 field hospital.
The “statement” is explicitly anti-trans, reducing gender to
biological determinism, and anti-same-sex marriage stating
that marriage is a union between a genetic male and female.
In response to this outward oppression, the Reclaim Pride
Coalition organized socially distant appropriate protests
outside the field hospital. The New York City Police stopped
and cited protestors causing Reclaim Pride to deliver a letter
via Norman Siegel, former head of New York Civil Liberty
Union, to the mayor of NYC in early May demanding the
repeal of policies that obstruct freedom of speech, freedom
of the press, freedom to protest during a pandemic and the
right to hold socially distanced press conference regarding
Samaritan’s Purse. According to Natalie James, co-founder
of the Reclaim Pride Coalition, the exit of Samaritan’s
Purse in May 2020 was not only a relief but “a victory of
the LGBT community and other oppressed groups.”[1]

KESSLER
AWARD
2018-2020

The Kessler award is given to a scholar who has, over a number of years, produced a substantive body of work that has had
a significant influence on the field of LGBTQ Studies. The awardee, who is chosen by the CLAGS Board of Directors,
receives a monetary award and gives CLAGS’ annual Kessler Lecture. No applications or nominations are accepted for the
Kessler award.

The disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on communities of
color, systems of racial injustice and oppression, and on-going
police brutality continued to gain visibility as Pride Month
approached. In solidarity with Black Lives Matter and against
16
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2018 Kessler Award—Amber L. Hollibaugh

2019 Kessler Award—Jasbir Puar

Date: December 13th, 2018

Date: December 5, 2019

Title: “Hope and Power of Desire: Our
Vision for Changing World”

Title: “A No-State “Solution”: Inter/nationalism
and the Question of Queer Theory”

Recipient/Speaker: Amber L. Hollibaugh

Recipient/Speaker: Jasbir Puar

By Alexis Clements

Another highlight for me, has been the highly attended Kessler
Award and lecture by Jasbir Puar. Puar’s scholarship reminds
us to question the rights based LGBTQ and disability politics.
The entanglements of queer rights with settler colonialism,
occupation of Kashmir and Palestine, and unending wars.
Puar reminisced her times as a Mellon Post-Doc at CLAGS
and CLAGS board member. We were very honored to have
Dr. David Eng, Dr. Anjali Arondekar, and Dr. Jennifer Doyle
provide the testimonials for our annual Kessler event.

It was a snowy day in New York the evening of December
13, 2018, when Amber L. Hollibaugh received the 27th
Annual Kessler Award. But Hollibaugh’s lecture, titled
“Hope and Power of Desire: Our Vision for Changing
World,” offered those gathered a torrid vision
of the future, matched in no small part by the warmth
and gratitude expressed by the many voices who helped
welcome her to the stage. Among those who offered
heartfelt testimonials to Hollibaugh’s impact on their
own work, as well as LGBTQ and AIDS activism
and political thought more broadly, were Alexandra Juhasz,
Celeste Chan, Debanuj Dasgupta, Heather Acs, John D’Emilio,
Joseph Nicholas DeFilippis, Kenyon Farrow, Kris Hayashi,
Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha, and Lisa Duggan.

Reflection from Debanuj Dasgupta, CLAGS board co-chair
she previously thought would never be possible. Throughout
she urged the audience to consider what kinds of political
world’s we’re dreaming up in the movements we participate
in and warned of the paucity of vision that comes when
fundamental aspects of our humanity are left by the wayside:
“A political movement that refuses to talk about pleasure, that
refuses to acknowledge joy, that says that lust is individual and
private, is a movement that no one will ever want to join.”

Hollibaugh’s work and career represents an incredible
synthesis of lived experience, radical political practice,
artistic exploration, and far-reaching intellectual work.
A lesbian sex radical, ex-hooker, incest survivor, high
femme dyke, award-winning filmmaker, feminist,
political organizer, speaker, and writer, Hollibaugh is
currently a Senior Activist Fellow Emerita at the Barnard
Center for Research on Women where she directs
Queer Survival Economies, a project addressing the
intersections of sexuality, poverty, homelessness,
labor, and the criminalization of survival. From her early
involvement in political activism, she went on to publish
numerous articles and essays, including the book, My
Dangerous Desires; direct and co-produce the documentary
film, The Heart of the Matter; serve as the Founding
Director of the Lesbian AIDS Project, the Executive
Director of Queers for Economic Justice, and Director
for Aging Initiatives at the National LGBTQ Taskforce;
and bring together and inspire countless people through
her writing, conferences, and political activism.
In her talk, Hollibaugh offered listeners a view of her journey
across decades. From her early life in trailer parks (“People
like myself never left the places that I came from.”), the child
of a Romany father and an Irish mother, to entering and
understanding the sex work that would allow her to survive
and push off from her origins, to participating in communist
study groups and civil rights demonstrations, to joining and
then feeling rejected by the feminist and early gay and lesbian
movements (“I couldn’t imagine that I would be in conflict
with my own movement.”), to finding work in the AIDS
movement, particularly with lesbians and women with AIDS,
that helped her bring together her skills and expertise in a way

One question from the audience near the end of the
evening gave a taste of how the LGBTQ movement still
struggles with a full acknowledgement of its members
humanity. Reflecting on how aging has informed or shifted
her thinking now that she’s in her seventh decade,
Amber spoke about working in nursing homes where
queer elders were expected to no longer engage in or
speak about sexual activity. She spoke about, as a young
person, wondering what it meant to cultivate desire,
seeking out older femmes to understand how they
navigated both the practical and emotional aspects of their
sexual lives. And these images resonated with her earlier
reflections on working with homeless populations, as well
as those living with AIDS, whose sexual lives were often
dramatically curtailed by the surveillance and discomfort of
others. It was a reminder that even today, as we believe that
queer thinking and practice has made so many advances, there
is still quite a bit of our lives that remains unexplored, aspects
of ourselves that remain taboo, and subjects that give rise to
discomfort when they should instead be embraced and talked
about. One of her final thoughts on aging felt not only like
a powerful assertion by someone who has fought to make
it, but also a call to action drawing on so much of what she
discussed throughout her talk: “I don’t know what my own
physical life is going to be like in terms of desire, but I know I
have it, and I am never prepared to give it up for anybody else.”
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By Ariel G. Mekler

D’Emilio, and how this gathering of community spoke to
the margins that queer studies inhabited at the time. Puar
reminded us of the way queer studies has transformed over
the years engaging with the intersections of race, queerness,
nationalism, and sexuality, and how queer theory before
the turn of the century and within the span of a decade
became a legitimate field while also evolving to embody
the tentacles of contestation and immanent critique.

On December 5th, 2019, CLAGS was honored to present Jasbir
Puar with the 28th Annual Kessler Award. Puar’s lecture “A NoState ‘Solution’: Inter/nationalism and the Question of Queer
Theory,” was preceded by heart felt testimonials from her
friends and colleagues, Dr. David Eng, Dr. Anjali Andigar, and Dr.
Jennifer Doyle. Dr. Eng celebrated Puar’s work “as intellectually
fierce as it is politically brave,” while Dr. Andigar praised Puar
for “always testing the limits of all things intellectual and
physical.” Dr. Doyle finished the testimonials applauding Puar’s
most recent work, The Right to Maim, for reminding us how
oppositional abolitionist forms of conviviality are possible.

Puar continued the conversation reflecting on how the
question of queer theory today seems to be a question of
the inter (slash) national; as an unmarked area studies that
must, once again, become unknown to itself. The analytics
of homonationalism, Puar noted, are only useful if they are
used to challenge the existence of the state and used to
articulate an analysis of settler colonialism because the state
is no longer a solution. Any state solution, Puar reminds
us, is “a solution of the native problem for the settler.”

Jasbir Puar’s work and career interweaves deep lived
experience with critical intellectual work. She is a Professor
and Graduate Director of Women’s and Gender Studies at
Rutgers University. She received the Palestinian American
Research Council Fellowship in 2018 in addition to the 2013-14
Society for the Humanities Fellowship at Cornell University
and held the Edward Said Chair of American Studies in
2012-13. Her award-winning book, Terrorist Assemblages:
Homonationalism in Queer Times (2007) has been translated
into Spanish and French and her other writings have
been translated into Polish, German, Croatian, Swedish,
Norwegian, Portuguese, Japanese, Korean, and Danish. Her
work spans the fields of critical ethnic studies, feminist
globalization studies, immigration and diasporas, and queer
and sexualities studies. Her most recent book, The Right to
Maim: Debility, Capacity, Disability (2017) is published with
Duke University Press and she is currently working on her
third book titled Slow Life: Settler Colonialism in Five Parts.
Puar began her talk acknowledging the unseeded traditional
land of the Lenape People on which we were gathered before
reflecting on her arrival to New York City 20 years prior to
take up a post-doc at CLAGS. She reminisced about her first
attended CLAGS event, a Kessler Award presented to John

Reflecting on her latest work, Puar spoke about how the
maiming and killing solution put forth by the state has
become so normalized that injury with impunity is a new
liberal panacea. She ended her talk asking what the context
of maiming in Palestine, and beyond, means for us? How the
fight to free Palestine is a fight to liberate all of our futures
against capitalism, the nation state, and settler colonialism.
If you are interested in watching Jasbir Puar’s lecture
please visit the CLAGS YouTube channel here.
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JOŚE
ESTEBAN
MUÑOZ
AWARD

be profiling Audre Lorde and Barbara Hammer. After a brief
discussion of the changing nature of streaming services
and how that affects both access and renumeration, Smith
directed us to Dunye’s early work and her style, which
blends documentary and narrative, a style which the
scholar Alexandra Juhasz has termed the “Dunyementary.”
Recalling the origin of the award, Smith asked Dunye about
her relationship with José Muñoz. Dunye recalled meeting
Muñoz through mutual friends when she moved to New
York after graduate school at Rutgers. Hanging out, “it was
like a love fest, she said, “we were all on the margins, young
academics and artists of color.” And, further, “the margins are
exciting places to be.” She also recalled that Muñoz’s 40th
birthday party in Los Angeles was the last time she saw him.
Asked about how her work and her approach to it has changed
over time, she cited the need to have the knowledge of the
past and to put it into future contexts, to project what the
world should be/could be. She described it as “trying not to
hold on too much, so I can pivot myself to wherever I need
to be.” She discussed her recent film Black is Blue (2014)
as an example of this “Black to the Future” mindset, which
features an African-American transgender man in Oakland
living in his car; she also told us that she is currently making
the short into a feature. Of her characters, she said, “I have to
put them in the world or they won’t be there.” This brought
the thread back to her early work, The Watermelon Woman
(1996). She discussed her own experience visiting The Lesbian
Herstory Archives (which inspires the archive named C.L.I.T.
in her film), how she was trying to find a reflection of herself
there. Smith, who works at LHA, cited the Salsa Soul Sisters
collection that is held there, and let Dunye know that her film
had inspired many Black lesbians to deposit their archival
materials there to insure that they were visible within that
community archive. Dunye pointed to the necessity of
everyone documenting their lives. She told us that herself
has some materials collected at the Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture (NYPL) and is in the process of
gifting her archive to the ONE Archives at the USC Libraries.
She concluded that she was excited to be starting to work
on an episodic television project based on Jewelle Gomez’s
The Gilda Stories. The evening ended with a question and
answer period, followed by a reception with Dunye’s family
and friends hosted by the CLAGS Board of Directors and staff.

The José Esteban Muñoz Award was created to honor an
LGBTQ community leader or activist for their advocacy
and promotion of LGBTQ Studies. José Esteban Muñoz
was a pioneer in LGBTQ studies. He was the author and
editor of several books that grappled with issues of race,
gender, and sexuality including Cruising Utopia: The Politics
and Performance of Queer Futurityand Disidentifications:
Queers of Color and the Performance of Politics. He was
also a professor and former Chair of the Department
of Performance Studies at New York University’s Tisch
School of the Arts. He passed away in December 2013.

2018-19 José Esteban Muñoz Award
By Jamie Shearn Coan
On September 23, 2019, CLAGS presented Cheryl Dunye the
José Muñoz award. The award, named after a beloved professor
of cultural studies and queer studies at NYU and former CLAGS
board member, is given in honor of LGBTQ activists who have
promoted queer and trans studies and visibility in their work.
Previous recipients include Janet Mock, Jose Antonio Vargas,
and Patrisse Cullors. Cheryl Dunye emerged as part of the
“queer new wave” of young filmmakers of the 1990s, paving
the way for the many black women and LGBTQ directors
working today. Dunye has made over 15 films, including
The Watermelon Woman, HBO’s Stranger Inside, The Owls,
and My Baby’s Daddy. She was introduced by Justin Brown,
Executive Director of CLAGS, and was engaged in conversation
with Shawn(ta) Smith-Cruz, co-coordinator at the Lesbian
Herstory Archives, assistant professor at The Graduate
Center, and co-chair of the Board of Directors of CLAGS:
The Center for LGBTQ Studies. The event was rescheduled
from the previous June, and had an enthusiastic turn-out.
Dunye began by catching the audience up on her current
television projects, including Pride, a six-part series for the
FX network; she chose the decade of the 1970s, and would

CARPENTER
COLLECTION
2018-2019 Report on the Carpenter Fund
- An Endowment for LGBT Library Books

Ivor Kraft was a professor of social work at California
State University, Sacramento. In retirement, he was a
volunteer docent at the Honolulu Museum of Art. He
mastered the Honolulu Museum of Art’s Kamishibai
tour, invoking the craft of the post-war Japanese
itinerate news and storytellers he described. He
enjoyed the camaraderie of close friends in Honolulu.

By Shawn(ta) Smith

Ivor Kraft, who supported lgbtq collection building
at the Graduate Center Library, died September 26,
2017 in Hawaii. He was 93 years old. Mr. Kraft’s gifts
strengthened the ties between the Graduate Center
Library, and CLAGS through a generous endowment
which has funded for many years the sustained
acquisition of LGBTQ related monographs, films, and
other resources for GC students and the wider CUNY
community. He endowed similar library collections
at Sacramento State and the New York Public Library
and he maintained several other charitable interests.
Ivor Kraft lived modestly and pointedly
refused recognition or fanfare.

Kraft directed an additional amount to CLAGS
upon his death, supplementing the library’s
endowment. Both the Library and CLAGS are
grateful for his support and goodwill.

2019-2020 Update on the Carpenter Fund
The 2019-2020 Carpenter funds were allocated
for two database subscriptions: LGBT Studies
in Video and LGBT Thought and Culture.

He lavished attention on others who were in service
of shared goals, in gestures that betrayed his knack
for celebration. CLAGS and Library staff reveled in Mr.
Kraft’s holiday gift boxes filled with hand-made cards,
booklets, banners, hats, macadamia nuts, candies—
delicious treats and embellishments for the office.
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For more information on lgbtq colelction building at the
Graduate Center Library
please visit:
clags.org/articles/aqueer-library-collection/
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CLAGS
ARCHIVES
2018-2019, Thousands of Ghostly Sheaves:
Exhibiting the CLAGS Archives

conferences. Held in 1994, Homoeconomics was the firstever academic conference to explore economic aspects of
the lesbian and gay community; Black Nation, Queer Nation
(1995) put a spotlight on “black feminism as a catalyst for
change, heterosexism of black scholarship, growing up queer
in the African diaspora.” The emergence of transgender
studies is evident, anchored by the 2005 conference Trans
Politics, Social Change, and Justice. It was remembered by
one participant as a rare occasion when “the real lives of
trans people were being addressed by trans people.”

By Elvis Bakaitis

In October 2018, the Graduate Center Library
curated Thousands of Ghostly Sheaves: A History of Queer
Studies at CUNY, featuring selected highlights from the
CLAGS Archives. Coinciding with National LGBTQ History
Month, the title was inspired by a line from poet Adrienne
Rich, who thusly described the traces of LGBTQ history
(“leaflets, pamphlets, mimeographed bibliographies,
little magazines”) during her 2006 Kessler Lecture.

CLAGSNews also reached beyond the borders of CUNY to
report on the queer cultural life of New York City. WOW Cafe
Theater, the oldest collectively-run women & trans theater in
the world, shares a long association with CLAGS. Performers
and writers who are WOW alumna are featured throughout
the newsletter’s run as headliners and honorees: Carmelita
Tropicana, Peggy Shaw and Lois Weaver (Split Britches), Lisa
Kron, Moe Angelos, Marga Gomez, Holly Hughes. Thousands of
Ghostly Sheaves: Exhibiting the CLAGS Archives showcases the
history and scope of queer studies as it manifested at CUNY,
representing decades of LGBTQ scholarship.

The exhibit primarily drew from the CLAGS newsletters,
which provide a rich, detailed overview of the queer cultural
landscape, and were published semiannually from 1991 to
2013. Interspersed with reflections about contemporary
events—Jasbir Puar, on the post-9/11 politics of the turban;
Ann Cvetkovitch on memorial sites and associated grief
rituals—CLAGSNews includes event listings, conferences,
and book publications. Also published are excerpts from the
annual David R. Kessler Lectures, created to honor leaders in
the field, such as Susan Stryker, Urvashi Vaid, and Dean Spade.
Viewed retrospectively, CLAGSNews provides a substantive
window into the ways the organization has been deeply
interlaced with both academic scholarship and public
activism, a source of ongoing support for the past 27 years.
The newsletters show the development of inter-discplinary
topics, such as Queer Disability Studies: the first-ever
Queer Disability Conference was held at San Francisco State
University in 2002, and in 2004, CLAGS Executive Director
Alisa Solomon created “a committee of queer disability
rights activists, disability studies scholars, and queer studies
scholars and activists.” This crucial and early support
ensured that within a decade, there were course offerings
and scholarly literature to match the growing interest.

Display co-curators:
Elvis Bakaitis is an Adjunct Reference Librarian at the Graduate
Center Library. She is a CLAGS board member, and Coordinator
at the Lesbian Herstory Archives. With the Graphics Committee,
Bakaitis curated exhibits at The New York Historical Society,
Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts, and Ace Hotel.
Katherine Pradt is also an Adjunct Reference Librarian at
the GC Library. She is the author of the article “Shipping
Supergirl: Discovering and Defending Lesbian Identity
Through a DC Fandom,” in the forthcoming volume The
DC Universe (Brode, Goodman, and Weiner, eds.).

for the creator). Individuals who wrote material that was
published in CLAGSNews may not have ever envisioned
that their work would be hosted online, as is the case for
innumerable publications (as well as other artistic works), that
were created before the internet made widespread content
sharing possible. In order to release CLAGSNews to the public,
outreach was required, as each contributor had to be contacted
separately in order to obtain their permission and approval.
Smith-Cruz enlisted the help of Sadie Rain Hope-Gund
(Repository Curator) and Kate Angell (Adjunct Reference
Librarian) with the task of reaching out to over 100 authors
of pieces written for CLAGSNews. After finding an authors’
contact information, Hope-Gund and Angell emailed to
explain the goal of creating a searchable digital archive, and
obtain their written permission to host the content publicly
online. Throughout this process, CLAGSNews contributors
were happy to hear of the interest in their work, and
excited that the newsletter would soon be available to a
wider public, perhaps even for educational use by CUNY
undergraduate students, as well as researchers and scholars.

CLAGS News Archive 2019-2020
Within the CLAGS Archive exists the newsletter, CLAGSNews,
which holds articles, editorials, announcements, briefings,
and letters from almost two-hundred leading queer scholars,
from Judith Butler, John D’Emilio, Jose Munoz, Ann Cvekovitch,
Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, and Martin Duberman, and others.
The Graduate Center’s Mina Rees Library acquired the digital
assets of CLAGS News and applied to this acquisition the
CLAGSNews Archival Project, a digitization project with the
goal of disseminating CLAGSNews as a component of scholarly
communication, discoverable in the CUNY Academic Works
institutional repository. Aiming to detail the content-rich
history of this archival collection, while also implicating the
challenges of digital preservation of a multi-authored archival
resource, this project aims to bring attention to CLAGS’
rich history, the scholarship of queer scholars, and finally,
plant the seeds for a long-term application of our work, our
community, and our history into the academic canon.

Another key to the process was the location of the archive,
which (once complete) will be hosted on the University’s
institutional repository, CUNY Academic Works. Designed
as a way to boost the scholarly profile of CUNY faculty and
students, Academic Works “provides for the preservation
and dissemination of a full range of scholarship, including
faculty research such as articles and conference presentations;
educational materials; student works such as theses,
dissertations, and prize papers; scholarly journals published by
or associated with the University; digitized archival documents
from CUNY’s libraries and special collections.” Established as
recently as 2014, CUNY Academic Works hosts content that
is viewed by thousands of international site visitors, who
are able to download (for free!) scholarly articles, archival
material, Open Educational Resources, and so much more.
If you haven’t yet explored the repository, take a moment
to browse through your preferred discipline or by CUNY
college, to get a sense of the breadth of content available.

The CLAGSNews Archival Project was initiated by Shawn(ta)
Smith-Cruz, in her role as Head of Reference at the Mina
Rees Library of The Graduate Center. Having been involved in
CLAGS for many years as once Memberships and Fellowships
Coordinator, and as current board co-chair, Smith-Cruz
was aware of the depth and scope of this publication; the
richness of its varied coverage, representative of many queer
community topics, scholarly issues, and other topical concerns.
In 2018, Elvis Bakaitis and Katherine Pradt, two librarians at
the Mina Rees Library, created an exhibit based on items from
the CLAGS Archive that included multiple excerpts from the
newsletters - A Thousand Ghostly Sheaves: A History of Queer
Studies at CUNY - on prominent display within the Library.

The project of hosting CLAGSNews on CUNY Academic Works
is still underway, and you can read more about the most
recent work here, in this blog post by former Repository
Curator Sadie Rain Hope-Gund: gclibrary.commons.
gc.cuny. We look forward to sharing the complete CLAGS
newsletter with a wider public, as it represents a detailed
look at the growth of the organization, as well as the
positioning of LGBTQ topics in the scholarly converastion,
over the course of two pivotal decades (1991-2013).

A strategy was developed to bring CLAGSNews to an even
wider audience beyond the display. Digitizing the material
was the first step, completed by library school interns from
Queens College School of Library and Information Science,
Caroline Jedlicka and Marybeth Coscia-Weiss. After scanning
and uploading the newsletter onto a site hosted on the CUNY
Academic Commons, organized by date range, all issues of
CLAGSNews were suddenly available online for the first time.
However, there was the one remaining obstacle - copyright.

https://commons.gc.cuny.edu/groups/clags-archives/
https://gclibrary.commons.gc.cuny.edu/2019/12/12/
repository-project-update-clagsnews-archive/

Due to the way copyright is defined and structured in
the United States, the right of authorship is primary, and
accompanied by various permissions (“all rights [are] reserved”

Reflecting this growth, the CLAGS Archives contains programs,
posters, and ephemera relating to the center’s major

22

23

FELLOWSHIP
WINNERS
2018-2020
•

•

Graduate Student Paper Award-$250
Each year, CLAGS sponsors a student paper
competition open to all graduate students enrolled
in the CUNY system. A cash prize is awarded to
the best paper written in a CUNY graduate class on
any topic related to gay, lesbian, bisexual, queer, or
transgender experiences. Papers should be between
15 and 50 pages and of publishable quality.

or transgender experiences and scholarship.
Essays should be between 12 and 30 pages,
well thought-out, and fully realized.
•

Undergraduate Student Paper Award-$250
Each year, CLAGS sponsors a student paper
competition open to all undergraduate students
enrolled in the CUNY or SUNY system. A cash
prize is awarded to the best paper written in
a CUNY or SUNY undergraduate class on any
topic related to gay, lesbian, bisexual, queer,
24

CLAGS Fellowship Award-$2,500
An award to be given annually for a graduate
student, an academic, or an independent scholar
for work on a dissertation, a first book manuscript,
or a second book manuscript. The CLAGS
Fellowship is open to intellectuals contributing
to the field of LGBTQ studies. Intended to give
the scholar the most help possible in furthering
their work, the fellowship will be able to be
used for research, travel, or writing support.
Adjudicated by the CLAGS fellowships committee.

•

•

Paul Monette-Roger Horwitz Dissertation
Prize-$1,000
This award, which honors the memories of
Monette, a poet and author, and his partner,
Horwitz, an attorney, will be given for the best
dissertation in LGTBQ Studies, broadly defined,
by a PhD candidate within the City University of
New York system. The dissertation should have
been defended in the previous year. Adjudicated
by the CLAGS fellowships committee.

year (2017). Applications may be submitted by the
author of the work or by nomination (the application
requirements are the same for each; see below).
Adjudicated by the CLAGS fellowships committee.
•

Sylvia Rivera Award in Transgender
Studies-$1,000
This award, which honors the memory of Rivera, a
transgender activist, will be given for the best book
or article to appear in transgender studies this past
25

The Duberman-Zal Fellowship-$2,500
An endowed fellowship named for CLAGS
founder and first executive director, Martin
Duberman, and partner, Eli Zal, this fellowship is
awarded to a graduate student, an independent
scholar, or an adjunct from any country doing
scholarly research on the lesbian/gay/bisexual/
transgender/queer (LGBTQ) experience.

WINNERS

2018-2019
CLAGS Fellowship Award-$2,500

India’s Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012.

and other services for at-risk people of color populations, youth, drug users, and

Snorton’s first book, Nobody Is Supposed to Know: Black Sexuality on the

Roy Pérez is an associate professor of English

She has also advised India’s leading public university and acted as a

LGBTQ+ populations.

Down Low (University of Minnesota Press, 2014), traces the emergence and

and American Ethnic Studies at Willamette

prosecutor for pollution regulators. Her writing has been published in

University, and a visiting scholar in the Chicano

the Times of India, Indian Express, Scroll.in, and constitutionnet.org.

Studies Research Center at UCLA for 2018-2019.

circulation of the down low in news and popular culture. He has also been
listed as one of “Ten Transgender People You Should Know” by BET.

Dr. Dacus is a skilled facilitator and trainer, and has worked extensively with
organizations in the areas of strategic planning, team building, and program

Arundhati holds law degrees from the National Law School of India

development and evaluation. As a subject matter expert his expertise centers

Graduate Student Paper Award-$250

He received his PhD in English at NYU in

University, and Columbia Law School, where she was a Human

on organizational cultural competence, broadly, and cultural competence.

Joe Baez is a recent graduate of Brooklyn

2012. His essays and poems have appeared

Rights Fellow and a Herman N. Finkelstein Memorial Fellow.

in Trap Door: Trans Cultural Production

She is admitted to practice law in India and New York.

and the Politics of Visibility (MIT Press, 2017), Narrative, Race, and Ethnicity

College. He received a Bachelor’s of Arts in
Dr. Dacus has conducted two National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH)-funded

Political Science and Women’s & Gender

research studies that focused on maintained HIV-negativity in Black men who

Studies. Joe is a Mellon Mays Undergraduate

in the United States (OSUP, 2017), Women & Performance: a journal of

Katju’s doctoral project, “From Criminal Tribe to Sexual Citizen: Creating

have sex with men (MSM) in New York City. His research aims to identify and

Fellow, a former CUNY Pipeline fellow, and an

feminist theory, the Best of Panic! poetry anthology, Bully Bloggers, and

Identities through Colonial Law, Constitutional Rights, and Global

understand the psychological, social, and spiritual strengths and resiliencies that

alumnus of the Institute for the Recruitment

FENCE magazine. He is the co-editor, with Kadji Amin and Amber Musser,

Human Rights Movements” focusses on the genealogy of sexual,

contribute to the maintenance of HIV-negativity in Black MSM populations.

of a special issue of ASAP/Journal on the topic of “queer form.” His current

criminal and constitutional identities in South Asia through the colonial,

He received his MS in Social Work from Columbia University and his

program. This Fall, he will matriculate into the doctoral program in

book project, titled Proximities: Queer Configurations of Race in Latinx

independence, and post-liberalization periods. In the first phase of this

PhD from The Graduate Center, City University of New York.

American Studies at George Washington University.

Literature and Performance, examines cross-racial representation and

project, Katju examines questions of queer subject-formation through

collaboration in queer Latinx writing, performance, and visual art.

lawyering and judicial process in the case that struck down the Indian

Sylvia Rivera Award in Transgender

sodomy law, Navtej Singh Johar and Others v Union of India.

Studies-$1,000

of Teachers(IRT) summer internship

As a scholar, he dreams of radically transforming the ways
we love ourselves, our bodies, and each other.

C. Riley Snorton for their book,

Graduate Student Paper Award-$250

Arundhati Katju practices law before the Supreme

Her goal is to shed light on the history of sexual regulation in South Asia in order

Black on Both Sides.

Olivia is a person who is white, Jewish, qt, and autoimmune with a background in

Court of India. Her criminal litigation practice

to better develop strategies for future LGBT rights challenges in the region.

C. Riley Snorton earned his Ph.D. in

visual art practice. They recently received an MA degree in Women’s and Gender

Communication and Culture, with graduate

Studies from the CUNY Graduate Center, where their thesis traced contemporary

The Duberman-Zal Fellowship-$2,500

addresses the intersection of criminal law,
gender and sexuality, poverty, and constitutional

Paul Monette-Roger Horwitz Dissertation

certificates in Africana Studies and Gender

white ideologies of big data and ‘artificial intelligence’ to Antebellum era

rights. In 2018, she successfully represented

Prize-$1,000

& Sexuality Studies from the University of

conceptions of public and private space as shaped by racial slavery, Blackness

the lead petitioners in Navtej Singh Johar and

Jagadīśa-devaśrī Dacus, Ph.D., LMSW is

Pennsylvania in 2010. He is a recipient of a predoctoral fellowship at the W.E.B.

and embodied refusals of racial capitalism. Olivia is an incoming PhD student

others v Union of India, resulting in the Indian

a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the

Du Bois Institute at Harvard University (2009), a Mellon postdoctoral fellowship

in Cultural Studies at Queen’s University under the supervision of Dr. Lisa

Supreme Court striking down Section 377, the Indian sodomy law. In 2019,

HIV Center for Clinical and Behavioral

at Pomona College (2010) and a National Endowment for the Humanities

Guenther. Their current research focuses on abolition geographies, starting

she was named on Time magazine’s list of 100 Most Influential People of the

Studies, Division of Gender, Sexuality, and

fellowship at the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture (2015).

from an analysis of white settler colonial geographic, aesthetic and carceral

Year. She has acted as a legal aid lawyer on behalf of the Delhi High Court

Health at the New York State Psychiatric

Snorton’s research and teaching expertise include cultural theory, queer and

practices of perception, including remote sense and point of view.

in nearly 100 appellate cases, represented trafficking and child sexual abuse

Institute and Columbia University.

transgender theory and history, Africana studies, performance studies, and

survivors, and defended LGBTQ rights activists and transgender persons.

He is state-licensed social worker who possess an extensive history of working

popular culture. He has published articles in the Black Scholar, the International

Arundhati has taught at the National Law University, Delhi, and worked

for and with community based organizations, nonprofits, and local and state

Journal of Communication, Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist Philosophy, and Souls:

with India’s National Commission for Protection of Child Rights to draft

health departments engaged in the provision of HIV programs, interventions,

A Critical Journal of Black Politics, Culture, and Society.
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WINNERS

2019-2020
CLAGS Fellowship Award-$2,500

“LGBTQIA+ rights,” but by drawing on long-standing, regionally specific

(Duke UP, 2018). He is the co-editor of the Transgender Studies Reader 2

conversations, promote knowledge exchange, support evidence-based policy

Kareem Khubchandani is Mellon Bridge

discourses and institutions tying subnationalist identity to gender politics

(Routledge 2013) and his work has appeared in numerous journals and books,

responses, and initiate effective and ethical collaborations. Presently they are

assistant professor in theatre, dance,

through the figure of the (cis) woman. Theoretically, this work asks how

including Queer Necropolitics (Routledge, 2014) and Trans Studies: Beyond Homo/

working on the first collection addressing African LGBTQI+ migration entitled:

and performance studies, and women’s,

the dialogue between queer and transgender studies, area studies, and the

Hetero Normativities (Rutgers University Press, 2015). He is currently working on

Bodies and borders: LGBTQI+ migration on, from and to the African continent.

gender, and sexuality studies at Tufts

anthropology of gender and sexuality can be enriched by expanding the

a new project on the intersections of transnational sex worker and transgender

University He holds a PhD in Performance

study of regional conceptions beyond nationalism and transnationalism.

activism, and writing a short book about queer and trans social reproduction.

Undergraduate Student Paper Award-$250
Kyle Aaron Reese is a student at Brooklyn College

Studies from Northwestern University.
Paul Monette-Roger Horwitz

Sylvia Rivera Award in Transgender

in the CUNY Baccalaureate for Unique and

include: Ishtyle: Accenting Gay Indian Nightlife (forthcoming, U. Michigan Press),

Dissertation Prize-$1,000

Studies-$1,000

Interdisciplinary Studies program, studying Queer

Queer Nightlife (co-edited with Kemi Adeyemi and Ramón Rivera-Servera,

Mariana Romo-Carmona (@piedrambar) was

B Camminga (they/them) is a Postdoctoral Fellow

Psychosocial Research. His work centers

under contract with U. Michigan Press), Decolonize Drag! (under contract with

awarded the 2019 Monette-Horwitz prize for

at the African Centre for Migration & Society

around the destigmatization of TGNC individuals

Warscapes), and Auntologies: Queer Aesthetics and South Asian Aunties. He has

her doctoral dissertation, “Una enunciación

(ACMS), Wits University, South Africa. Their work

and creating real and lasting social change

published in South Asia, SAMAJ; Scholar and Feminist Online; Transgender Studies

intersticial: la poética del destierro de Carlos

considers the interrelationship between the

through pedagogy and direct action. He is

Quarterly; Journal of Asian American Studies; The Velvet Light Trap; Theater

de Rokha,” a study of queer poetics and

conceptual journeying of the term ‘transgender’

Topics; and Theatre Journal. Kareem is also a performance artist; his alter ego

suicide in the Chilean Vanguard Era.

from the Global North and the physical embodied

Kareem is developing several book projects

LaWhore Vagistan has performed at The Asia Society; AS220; Queens Museum;

A bilingual writer and translator, she is the author of the books Living

journeying of transgender asylum seekers from the African continent. In 2018

Jack Theater; Bronx Academy of Arts and Dance; Links Hall, and ART Oberon.

at Night, Sobrevivir y otros complejos: Poems in Englillano, Speaking like

they were runner up in the Africa Spectrum: Young African Scholars Award, which

Social Media:

an Immigrant, and Conversaciones. She is Adjunct Assistant Professor

honours outstanding research by up-and-coming African scholars. Their first

Twitter: @kareempuff/Instagram: @kareempuff/Instagram: @lawhorevagistan

in the Latin American and Latin@ Studies Program, and the Classical

monograph Transgender Refugees & the Imagined South Africa was published

and Modern Languages Department of City College, CUNY. Her research

in 2019 (Palgrave). The book received honourable mention in the Ruth Benedict

The Duberman-Zal Fellowship-$2,500

interests include surrealism and queer poetics, and race, class, and

Prize for Queer Anthropology from the American Anthropology Association in

Shilpa Menon is a PhD student of Anthropology

gender in Latin American and Latinx literature in Spanish and English.

the same year. Their current book project, Beyond the Mountain: Queer Life in

at the University of Illinois at Chicago. Her

constantly working towards bettering education
for and expanding the freedoms of LGBTQIA+ people in New York City
and the rest of the country.

Africa’s ‘Gay Capital’ (Unisa Press), co-edited with Dr zethu Matebeni, explores

dissertation work looks at the emerging

Sylvia Rivera Award in Transgender

the conflicting iterations of race, sex, gender and sexuality that mark Cape

movement around transgender rights in

Studies-$1,000

Town. They are the co-convenor of the African LGBTQI+ Migration Research

Kerala, south India. Through ethnography, she

Aren Aizura is Associate Professor in Gender,

Network (ALMN). The network aims to advance scholarship on all facets of

examines how the English term “transgender”

Women and Sexuality Studies at the University

LGBTQI+ migration on, from and too the African continent by bringing together

has come to attain unprecedented state

of Minnesota and the author of Mobile Subjects:

scholars, researchers, practitioners, activists and service providers to spark critical

and popular recognition, not primarily through the globalized rubric of

transnational imaginaries of gender reassignment
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CLAGS
INTERNSHIPS
2018-2020

CLAGS offers semester or year-long internships for students and individuals interested in receiving experience working for an LGBTQ
research center devoted to the dissemination and support of LGBTQ research, culture, and activism. Some areas of our internship
programs include: Admin & Finance, Digital Media, Membership, Fellowships & Awards, and Events. Our internship program provides
individuals with an opportunity to assist the CLAGS staff in work that is integral to our success and mission, such as helping with
administrative work around the office and assisting with the planning and attendance of our events and conferences. All intern and
volunteer positions are unpaid, but offer school credit. In the past, interns have used their experience at CLAGS to fulfill program
requirements or to satisfy course work in their academic discipline. If you are interested in interning with CLAGS, please take a look at our
website for complete information at: www.clags.org/support/intern-volunteerat-clags/.
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CLAGS Intern during the
Summer/Fall 2018
Adric Tenuta is a rising Senior at
Emory University. He studies English,
creative writing, and women’s
gender and sexuality studies. His
research interests are in the work
of Essex Hemphill, trans poetics, and postcolonial theory.
Development and Strategic
Planning Intern – Summer 2019
Ariel G. Mekler is completing her
doctorate in political science and
women and gender studies. Her
research interests include queer
transnational scholarship, LGBTIQ
rights and advocacy, international institutions, and critical
security studies. Before pursuing her PhD, Ariel worked
as a graduate researcher with the inaugural LGBT policy
unit at USAID. Since joining The Graduate Center, she has
worked as an editorial assistant for philoSOPHIA: A journal
of transContinental feminism and presented her research
at the New York State Political Science Association and
International Studies Association. Her most recent publication
is in the Routledge Handbook of Queer Development Studies.
Donna Huaman graduated
from CUNY John Jay College of
Criminal Justice in 2015 with a BA
in International Criminal Justice
and minor in Police Studies. There
she grew her research interest in
intersectional and international LGBTQ
human rights issues focusing on the
Middle East/North Africa (MENA) region. She continued her
studies in the MA in Liberal Studies (MALS) program with
a concentration in Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality at the
CUNY Graduate Center. She graduated from MALS in 2019 and
currently works as the program’s College Assistant and as a
bilingual research assistant for the CUNY Office of Research,
Evaluation & Program Support’s (REPS) 2020 Census project.
Patrick Buzzell: Educational and
Training Intern - Summer 2019
Patrick Buzzell is a graduate
from LIU Brooklyn with a Masters
in Education, concentration in
adolescent special education. Patrick
is currently a PhD student in the
Urban Education Program at the CUNY Graduate Center, with a
focus on policy and leadership. His previous experiences have
included work as a NYC public high school special educator,
Gay/Straight Alliance facilitator, and volunteer work with
LGBTQIA+ nonprofits. He is looking forward to teaching at
a CUNY institute and having the opportunity to advocate
for LGBTQIA+ youth as part of his research and field work.

LGBTQ
STUDIES
LGBTQ Studies is a rapidly growing, multidisciplinary
field of inquiry whose goal is the study of lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender peoples, their histories, theories,
and cultures, as well as the study of sexuality and its
role in the deployment of cultural and social power.

The Graduate Center’s established doctoral programs
and must take the core class, Introduction to Lesbian
and Gay/Queer Studies, as well as three electives
within the concentration’s approved courses list.
LGBTQ Studies is a system of inquiry that examines
gender and same-sex desire across and among cultures
and histories. Queer Studies views sexuality and gender
not as a stable categories of identification or as merely
a series of physical acts, but sees desire and gender
themselves as a cultural construction that is central to
the institutionalization and normalization of certain
practices and discourses that organize social relations and

CLAGS offers:
An interdisciplinary concentration in LGBTQ Studies
for doctoral students at the Graduate Center, CUNY
PhD students are required to matriculate in one of
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much work was being done by individual scholars prior to
that time. The various names of already institutionalized
programs in the field—”Sexuality Studies,” “Queer Studies,”
and “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Studies”—reflect
the plurality of the field’s methodological approaches.

hierarchies. Together, the two constitute a field whose
best work often weaves together both types of analysis.
Queer Studies insists on a pluralistic, multicultural, and
comparative approach in its negotiation within national,
racial, ethnic, religious, economic, gender, and age-defined
communities. More than a response to this demographic
imperative, this field actively seeks to collapse fields of
inquiry, to reveal contradictions and confrontations within
and among disciplines, and to suggest a new model for
academic study within the university. Its development has
paralleled the fields of women’s studies and race studies,
emerging as a separate area of inquiry in the 1980s, although

For more information on LGBTQ Studies at the
Graduate Center, CUNY please visit:
clags.org/certificate-in-lgbtq-studies/
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CLAGS
MEBERSHIP
Each year, CLAGS’ work is made possible by the generosity of our
supporters. We receive support not only from our volunteer Board
of Directors, but also from foundations, corporate supporters,
and from individual members. While the Graduate Center,
CUNY provides us with office space, our general operating costs
still exist and are funded primarily from individual donors and
memberships. Indeed, CLAGS’s membership program is vital
to our sustenance: it not only provides our organization with
unrestricted funds that let us prioritize the most cutting edge
and greatly needed programs, it is also used for the vital but
less glamorous aspects of our work: stipends for our speakers,
postage, student fellowships, staff support and even the paper
and office supplies that we need to keep things running smoothly.
To become a member, you can make a secure donation online
through Network for Good (donatenow.networkforgood.org)
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BOARD

Monique Guishard (2018-20) is a participatory action
researcher, a de-colonial ethicist with expertise in using
Brown feminist (Black, Latina, & indigenous feminist
epistemologies) to theorize back to conventional research
ethics frameworks. Monique is a community college professor
committed to student-centered, culturally relevant, blended
learning andragogy. Guishard is a member of the Bronx Community Research
Review Board (BxCRRB) and a founding member of the Public Science Project.

Alexander Hardy (2018-19) is a New York City-based foodlover, writer, mental health advocate, dancer, teacher, lupus
survivor, and co-host of The Extraordinary Negroes podcast.
He has written for Ebony Magazine, CNN.com[cnn.com],
Esquire, Gawker, Courvoisier, The Huffington Post, Saint Heron,
and Very Smart Brothas, and is a certified Mental Health
First Aid instructor. Alexander is a board member of the Center for LGBTQ Studies
at the CUNY Graduate Center and Founder and Creative Director of GetSomeJoy, a
multimedia campaign and event series promoting mental and emotional wellness

Sheldon Applewhite, Ph.D. (2018-20) is a tenured Assistant

Alexis Clements (2018-20) is an award-winning writer and

Press/University of Chicago Press), and Queering Digital India: Activisms, Identities and

Professor of Sociology at the Borough of Manhattan Community

filmmaker based in Brooklyn, NY. She is currently working on a

Subjectivities (forthcoming from the University of Edinburgh Press/Oxford University Press).

College (BMCC) with the City University of New York for seven

documentary film focused on the physical spaces where LGBTQ

years. He received his Ph.D. from Howard University in Sociology

women gather titled All We’ve Got. She co-edited the two-

Joseph Donica (2019-20) (PhD American Literature and

University in Athens, Ohio (2010) and an M.A. (2012) and Ph.D. (2017)

in 2006 with specializations in medical and urban sociology.

volume anthology of plays, Out of Time & Place, which includes

cultural studies) is an assistant professor of English at Bronx

in English from The Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio. He

His research interests include HIV prevention, urban studies,

her performance work, Conversation. She guest edited a volume

Community College, CUNY. He teaches American literature,

teaches courses in composition, African American literature and
contemporary fiction. Before coming to Bronx Community College,

among Black and brown folks. Alexander does not believe in snow or Delaware.

James K. Harris (2019-20) received a B.A. in Liberal Arts from Ohio

education, men’s health, and race, class, and gender inequality. He was named one of ten

of Sinister Wisdom titled “Variations.” Her writing has appeared in publications such as

literary theory, and writing courses. His research covers

LGBTQ New Yorkers making a difference in their community by City & State Magazine.

The Los Angeles Review of Books, The Guardian, Bitch Magazine, American Theatre, and

post-1945 American literature (especially Arab-American

Dr. Applewhite has published research in public health journals about health issues for

Nature, among others. She is a regular contributor to Hyperallergic. Alexis has a M.Sc. in

literature), urbanism, the histories of technology, and queer

college students including stress, and HIV prevention for Black college students. His

Philosophy & History of Science from the London School of Economics and a B.A. in Theater

studies. He serves on the executive board of the Rocky Mountain Modern Language

specifically representations of youth, adolescence, and coming of age. His recent work appears

current research focuses on HIV prevention among Black gay male romantic couples.

Studies from Emerson College. Learn more about her work at www.alexisclements.com

Association, is a monthly columnist for Screenshot Magazine, and is the chair of the

in the edited collection Future Humans in Fiction and Film (Cambridge Scholars Press, 2018)

committee awarding the John Leo and Dana Heller book award in LGBTQ studies.

and is forthcoming in the Journal of Popular Culture. He is currently developing a project

he taught at The Ohio State University and Dickinson College in
Carlisle, PA. His research has primarily focused on 20th Century US Ethnic Literature, and

Elvis Bakaitis (2019-20) is an Adjunct Reference Librarian at

Jaime Shearn Coan (2018-20) is a writer and PhD Candidate

The Graduate Center, and Coordinator at the Lesbian Herstory

in English at The CUNY Graduate Center, whose research

Sean F Edgecomb (2018-19) is Assistant Professor of Theatre in

Archives (LHA). As a member of the LHA Graphics Committee,

explores practices of collectivity in queer performance during

the Department of Performing and Creative Arts at the College of

Stephanie Hsu (2018-19) is an Associate Professor of English and

Bakaitis curated exhibits at The New-York Historical Society,

the early years of the AIDS epidemic in New York City. He

Staten Island, City University of New York. His articles and have

Women’s & Gender Studies at Pace University. She is a founding

Elizabeth Foundation for The Arts, and Ace Hotel. They are deeply

currently serves as a Mellon Digital Publics Fellow at The Center

appeared in journals such as Theatre Journal, Modern Drama, Popular

member of Q-WAVE, a grassroots organization for queer women

interested in the theoretical and practical intersections of aging

for the Humanities, and previously served as the 2016-2017

Entertainment Studies and The Gay and Lesbian Review Worldwide.

and trans/gender variant people of Asian/South Asian/Pacific

His book on Charles Ludlam and queer legacy is forthcoming from

Islander descent in the tri-state area. She received her doctorate in

at the intersection of game studies and cultural theory, tentatively titled Play Street.

and queer identity, and co-taught the course Lesbian Lives at SAGE (Services & Advocacy

Curatorial Fellow at Danspace Project. Jaime’s writing has appeared in publications

for LGBT Elders) in 2019. Bakaitis holds a Certificate in Geriatric Care Management from

including TDR: The Drama Review, Critical Correspondence, Drain Magazine, The Brooklyn

the Triangulations Series at University of Michigan Press. He is also an active director, serving

the Brookdale Center for Aging at Hunter College, and is a former family caregiver.

Rail, Jacket2, and Women & Performance. Jaime is a co-editor of the 2016 Danspace

as most recently having presented Machinal at The University of Queensland, Australia in 2013.

English at New York University in 2009. Stephanie’s teaching and
writing are in the fields of Asian American Studies, Trans Studies, and Disability Studies.

Project catalogue: Lost and Found: Dance, New York, HIV/AIDS, Then and Now.
Rodrigo Brandao (2018-20) studied Film and Art History at Ithaca

Allisonjoy Faelnar (2018-20) has almost 20 years of experience

Sel J. Hwahng, Ph.D. (2018-19) is an Adjunct Associate Professor

College and has over 15 years of experience in the art house, film

Debanuj Dasgupta (2018-20), Board Co-Chair is Assistant

in grassroots organizing, anti-oppression facilitation, social

in the Women and Gender Studies Department and Asian

distribution business. He handled the marketing and PR campaign for

Professor of Geography and Women’s, Gender, Sexuality Studies

justice theater & performance, creating spaces for holistic

American Studies Program at Hunter College—CUNY and is

the Academy Award-nominated documentary 5 BROKEN CAMERAS

at the University of Connecticut. Debanuj’s research and teaching

healing accessibility, educational human-animal interactions, and

affiliated with National Development and Research Institutes,

and several other award-winning documentaries. He taught

focuses on racialized regulation of space, and the global governance

expanding the dialogue of intersectionality while challenging us

Inc. Sel has received grants, awards, and fellowships from

workshops on film marketing and distribution for the Tribeca Film

of migration, sexuality, and HIV. Prior to his doctoral degree,

all to manifest our conversations & study into sustainable daily

Institute in São Paulo, the Brazilian Film Festival in Miami, and the Finger Lakes Film Festival,

Debanuj worked for over sixteen years within several international

organizations/institutions such as the National Institute on

practice. Allisonjoy has been the National Recruiter & Campaign Coordinator for ACORN,

Drug Abuse, the National Institutes of Health, the American Public Health Association, the

development agencies, HIV/AIDS, LGBT rights and immigrant rights organizations in India

Co-Founder of national media justice coalition R.E.A.C. Hip-Hop, National Organizer &

International AIDS Society, and the Association for Women in Psychology. Publications

and the US. In 1994, Debanuj founded the first HIV prevention program for men who have sex

touring member of We Got Issues! (a women’s empowerment & leadership organization that

include 30 articles and book chapters in peer-reviewed journals and edited volumes.

Diana Cage (2018-19) is an award-winning writer whose work

with men and gay men in Kolkata, and since relocating to the United States has organized

combined community organizing skills with multi-disciplinary cultural work & performance),

Sel is the editor of the Global LGBTQ Health book series (Springer Nature).

examines desire, sexuality, and power within the context of

LGBT immigrants & asylum seekers in the New York tri state area. Debanuj serves on the

East Coast Coordinator / Road Manager and performer for Mango Tribe, the country’s first

queer and trans experiences of sex and relationships. She is the

political geography editorial board of the Geography Compass. He is the recipient of the Ford

& only APIA women & genderqueer interdisciplinary social justice performance ensemble.

Shereen Inayatulla (2018-20) (pronouns: they/she) is an

author of five books, most recently Mind Blowing Sex: A Woman’s

Foundation funded New Voices Fellowship, American Association of Geographers and National

Her work has been published and performed nationally and internationally. Allisonjoy

Associate Professor of English at York College, CUNY in

Guide (Seal Press, 2012) and The Lesbian Sex Bible (Quiver, 2014).

Science Foundation funded T. J. Reynolds National Award in Disability Studies, and the Emerging

has led anti-bullying workshops in schools for youth and teachers in NY and NJ. She has

Jamaica, Queens. Her areas of research include Literacy Studies,

Her areas of interest include trans* studies, queer theory, the

Activist Award from the International AIDS Society. His scholarly work has been published in

organized, created events, facilitated leadership & empowerment trainings and anti-

Autoethnography, and Gender and Queer Theory. She is an

history of sexuality and the sociology of gender, pornography, and the medicalization of

journals such as Disability Studies Quarterly, Contemporary South Asia, SEXUALITIES, Gender,

oppression workshops with youth, women, the LGBT community, and people of color. She

active member of the York College Alliance for Gender and

sex and sexuality. @dianacage, dianacage.com, hivdoula.work, belladonnaseries.org

Place & Culture, and the Scholar and the Feminist (S&F online). He is the co-editor of Friendship

also administers treatments to animals, some of whom she considers her greatest teachers.

As Social Justice Activism: Critical Solidarities in Global Perspective (forthcoming from Seagull

Allisonjoy has offered her care all across the United States, and as far away as the Philippines.

among others. Born and raised in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Brandão now lives in Queens, NY.
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Sexual Equality as well as the LGBTQ Task Force and serves
as the Writing Program Director. Her work has appeared in publications such as the
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Journal of Basic Writing, Changing English, and the Journal of Lesbian Studies.

George Lam (2018-20) is an assistant professor of music at

Arianna Martinez (2019-20) is an Associate Professor of Urban

Simon Reader (2018-19) is an Assistant Professor of English

Red Washburn (2019-20) is Associate Professor of English

York College, where he teaches courses in music theory and

Studies at LaGuardia Community College. She received her

at the College of Staten Island (CUNY). His work lies at the

and Director of Women’s and Gender Studies at Kingsborough

composition. George studied music at Boston University,

PhD from Rutgers University in urban planning and geography.

intersection of book history, queer theory, and literature. He

Community College (CUNY). Red (them/ them/ theirs) is also

the Peabody Conservatory, and Duke University, where

She has analyzed the criminalization of Latino immigrant

currently has two book projects underway. The first, Notework:

Adjunct Associate Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies

he received his PhD. George is interested in works that

communities in municipalities where both space and citizenship

The Labor of Nonlinear Style and #barthes: Mythologies of the

at Brooklyn College (CUNY). They are a Research Fellow at the

intersect music, theater, and the documentary process,

are hotly contested. Martinez’s current scholarship focuses

Fragment , argues for the coherence of the Victorian writers’

CUNY Grad Center fall/spring 2018-2020. They were a Visiting

and is currently working on The Emigrants, a documentary work for the cello-

on national immigration policy, the urban transformation and empowerment of Latino

notebook as a genre, focusing on the unpublished material of multiple authors. The second

Professor at Vassar College summers 2018-2019. They teach first-year composition,

percussion duo New Morse Code. George Lam is the 2018 composer-in-residence at

communities, and LGBTQ immigrant enclaves. She is happy to call Queens her home.

project, #barthes: Mythologies of the Fragment, considers Roland Barthes’s enchantment

women’s and trans literature, queer literature, creative nonfiction, introduction to women’s

with writing in fragments in terms of the aesthetics and ethics of social media.

and gender studies, feminist and trans theory, queer theory, postcolonial theory, prison

the Chautauqua Opera Company, and also serves as a co-artistic director of Rhymes
Lisa Merrill (2018-20) (Ph.D., New York University) is Professor

With Opera, an NYC-based ensemble that commissions and produces new operas.

studies, women’s and trans history, civil rights and post-colonial history, and social

of Rhetoric & Performance Studies, at Hofstra University. Prof.

Dr. David P. Rivera (2018-20) is an associate professor of

Helen Deborah Lewis (2018-19) is Assistant Professor of

Merrill’s research and publications are in the fields of performance

counselor education at Queens College-City University of

Theater at The Boston Conservatory at Berklee where she

studies, American studies, critical race and cultural studies, theatre

New York. He holds degrees from Teachers College-Columbia

Margot Weiss (2019-20) is a cultural anthropologist who

teaches queer and gender studies, drag performance, theatre

history, and women’s and gay and lesbian history in the United

University, Johns Hopkins University, and the University of

specializes in the relationships between queer sexual cultures and

history, and dramatic theory. She has presented at numerous

States and Britain. Professor Merrill’s critical study of 19th-century

Wyoming. A counseling psychologist by training, his research

US neoliberal capitalism. Her publications include the award-

and practical work focuses on cultural competency development

winning Techniques of Pleasure: BDSM and the Circuits of Sexuality

movements in the United States and Ireland, post- World War II, among other courses.

national academic conferences, including the American Society

breeches performer Charlotte Cushman, When Romeo was a Woman: Charlotte Cushman

for Theatre Research, the Mid-America Theatre Conference,

and Her Circle of Female Spectators (University of Michigan Press), was awarded the 2000

and issues impacting the marginalization and wellbeing of low-income/first-generation

the Canadian Association for Theatre Research, and the Popular Culture Association. She

Joe A. Callaway Prize for Best Book in Theatre or Drama by an American author and was the

college students, people of color, and oppressed sexual orientation and gender identity

recently published a chapter in Twenty-First Century Musicals: From Stage to Screen,

subject of a Folger Library podcast on cross dressing, titled “I will Assume Thy Part in Some

groups, with a focus on microaggressions. Dr. Rivera is adviser to The Steve Fund, director

New Labor Forum, Journal of Homosexuality, and Radical History Review, among other

(London: Routledge, 2017). Last April, she was a featured speaker on drag pedagogy at the

Disguise” in 2014. In Britain, Professor Merrill has published in the Slavery and Abolition Journal

of the City University of New York’s LGBTQI Student Leadership Program, faculty with

venues. She is currently writing her second book, Queer Otherwise: Making Knowledge in

TedX-Berklee Conference in Valencia, Spain. Lewis holds a Ph.D. from Tufts University.

and delivered invited lectures sponsored by the Centre for the Study of International Slavery,

the Council for Opportunity in Education, on the executive board of the Society for the

the Interstices of Academia and Activism, and editing a new volume on Queer Anthropology.

Liverpool, and the Institute for Black Atlantic Research, UCLAN. Professor Merrill was awarded

Psychological study of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Issues, lead coordinator of

Former president of the Association for Queer Anthropology, Margot is associate professor

Nadine Licoste’s (2018-19) range of experience in the film and

the Eccles Centre Visiting Professorship in North American Studies at the British Library for

the 2019 National Multicultural Conference and Summit, and on the American Psychological

of American studies and anthropology, coordinator of queer studies, and affiliated faculty in

television industry spans nearly 30 years and a variety of disciplines.

her current book project: “Performing Race and Reading Antebellum American Bodies.”

Association’s Committee for Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity. He has received

feminist, gender, and sexuality studies at Wesleyan University. CLAGS’s financial support and

multiple recognitions for his work from the American Psychological Association, the

role as a beacon for cutting-edge queer and trans scholarship has been crucial to Margot’s

American College Counseling Association, and the American College Personnel Association.

work, and she is honored to serve on the CLAGS Board to contribute to the future of CLAGS.

With a passion for theatre, film, television and digital media, she
has produced projects with some of the top talent in the industry.

Nomvuyo Nolutshungu (2018-19) is an adjunct lecturer at

Nadine co-founded Red Thread, a creative company, with offices in

Hunter College, City University of New York in the Women and

New York City and projects around the globe, in 1999. As a director

(Duke UP, 2011) and her articles have appeared in GLQ, Cultural
Anthropology, American Quarterly, Anthropological Quarterly,

Gender Studies program. Currently a PhD candidate in political

María R. Scharrón-del Río (2018-19), Ph.D. is an Associate

Janet Werther (2018-20) (MFA Sarah Lawrence College; PhD

and producer, Nadine is focused on creating stories that resonate politically and socially

science at the CUNY Graduate Center, her interests include

Professor and the Program Coordinator of the School Counseling

Candidate, The Graduate Center, CUNY) is a scholar, artist, and

while also attaining entertainment value. Film and television projects include directing

transitional justice, human rights, and transnational sexuality

Program in the Department of School Psychology, Counseling,

educator. Janet has performed with the Ballez Company in NYC and

The Last One (Showtime), The Good Mother of Abangoh (Independent Documentary).

and gender studies. She has worked international organization

and Leadership (SPCL) at Brooklyn College (CUNY). A predoctoral

creates solo work. Their dissertation theorizes ambivalent queer

research and programming at the Ralph Bunche Institute for International Studies,

Ford Foundation and American Psychological Association’s

longings for home in LGBTQ+ performance. Janet has published in

Velina Manolova (2018-20) is a doctoral candidate in English

the Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies, and Security Council Report. She has been an

Minority Fellowship Program (MFP) fellow, they received

at The Graduate Center, City University of New York, focusing

instructor at Hunter, John Jay and Baruch Colleges of the City University of New York.

on queer interventions in racial liberalism in the works of

Studies in Musical Theatre and PAJ: A Journal of Performance and

their Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from the University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras, and

Art. She teaches theatre at Baruch and Marymount Manhattan colleges, focusing on theatre/

completed their clinical internship at the Cambridge Hospital with the Harvard Medical

performance as a lens through which to address representation and social (in)justice. Janet is

Lorraine Hansberry, James Baldwin, Carson McCullers, and

William Orchard (2018-19) is Assistant Professor and Assistant

School in Boston. After moving to New York City, they worked as an assistant child

a fellow at the CUNY Center for Humanities and maintains a youth dance teaching practice

Lillian Smith. Her essay, “The Tragic ‘Complexity of Manhood’:

Director of Graduate Studies in the English Department at Queens

psychologist at the Washington Heights Family Health Center, a primary-care clinic that

developed through a long term relationship with the Brooklyn Arts Exchange (BAX).

Masculinity Formations and Performances in James Baldwin’s

College, where he teaches classes in Latinx literature, queer studies,

serves a predominantly Latino/a immigrant community. They are an active leader in

Giovanni’s Room” appears in Contemporary Masculinities in the UK and US: Between

and visual culture. He has co-edited two books, The Plays of Josefina

GLARE (GLBTQ Advocacy in Research and Education) since joining the Brooklyn College

Laura Westengard (2019-20) is an Associate Professor of English

Bodies and Systems, part of Palgrave’s Global Masculinities series, edited by Michael

Niggli (U of Wisconsin Press, 2007) and Bridges, Borders, and

faculty in 2006. They are committed to the development of multicultural competencies

at New York City College of Technology (CUNY) where she also

Kimmel. Manolova teaches critical theory and writing at the Pratt Institute and has

Breaks: History, Narrative, and Nation in 21st-Century Chicana/o

in counselors, psychologists, and educators using experiential and affective educational

serves as point person of the interdisciplinary Gender & Sexuality

previously taught at Baruch College, the City College of New York, and the University of

Literary Criticism (U of Pittsburgh Press, 2017). He is currently finishing a book about Latinx

approaches. Their research, scholarship, and advocacy focus on ethnic and cultural minority

Studies concentration. Her research and teaching interests include

Florida. She is also a founding member of the New-York-based Balkan Queer Initiative.

graphic novels titled Drawn Together: Pictures, Pedagogy, and Politics in the Latinx Graphic

psychology and education, including mental health disparities, multicultural competencies,

United States literature and culture after 1900, queer studies,

Novel. He is also the co-organizer of CUNY’s Colloquium for the Study of Latina, Latino, and

intersectionality, LGBTQ issues, gender variance, spirituality, resilience, and well-being.

Rigoberto Marquez (2019-20) is Associate Director of Academic

critical trauma studies, intersectional feminism, and gothicism. Her
book, Gothic Queer Culture: Marginalized Communities and the Ghosts of Insidious Trauma

Latinx Culture and Theory, and is the current chair of CLAGS’s Fellowships Committee.
Shawn(ta) Smith-Cruz (2018-20) is an Assistant Professor and Head

(University of Nebraska Press), resurrects “insidious trauma” as a productive term to address

Center for Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity. “Before

Lavelle Porter (2018-20) is an Assistant Professor of English at

of Reference at the Graduate Center Library of the City University

the accumulated effects of microaggression and unacknowledged institutional violence. It

joining Stanford I was a Provost Postdoctoral Fellow at Teachers

New York City College of Technology, CUNY. He holds a Ph.D. in

of New York. She is a Coordinator at the Lesbian Herstory Archives,

examines how queer culture challenges heteronormative and racialized systems and practices

College, Columbia University and Gerardo Marin Fellow in the

English from the CUNY Graduate Center, and a B.A. in history

Chair of the Archives committee on the CLAGS Board, and Advisory

that create traumatic experiences for queer people and demonstrates how queer culture

School of Education at the University of San Francisco. My

from Morehouse College. He has previously worked for CLAGS

Board member to a GALE LGBTQ archival database. Shawn’s focus is

adopts gothicism to acknowledge the effects of microaggression and insidious trauma.

as Membership and Fellowships Coordinator. His writing has

telling the stories of Black lesbian through oral histories, archiving,

Programs and Community Engaged Learning at Stanford’s

research interests include critical theories of race and sexuality in education, queer youth

appeared in venues such as The New Inquiry, Poetry Foundation,

of color, Latina/o(x) youth, community engagement and advocacy, law and policy, critical

and the blurred lines of fiction. She presented her work on archiving Black lesbians as Keynote

pedagogy, social justice education, community health and public pedagogy. I earned a PhD

Warscapes, Callaloo, and Black Perspectives. His research interests include African-American

to the International LGBTQ ALMS (Archivists, Librarians, Museum Curators, & Special Libraries)

in Education (Division of Urban Schooling) from the UCLA Graduate School of Education

literature, gender and sexuality, New York City, higher education, and science fiction.

Conference: http://lgbtqalms.co.uk/2016/03/23/keynote-shawnta-smith-cruz/. Shawn

and Information Studies and a M.A. in Educational Leadership and Policy Studies from

has a BS in Queer Women’s Studies from CUNY, an MFA in Creative Writing/Fiction, and an MLS

the University of Maryland, College Park. Proud community college student, earning

with a focus on Archiving and Records Management, both from Queens College. Her current

my A.A. in Liberal Arts from Santa Monica College and transferring to the University of

project is curating the narrative of the Salsa Soul Sisters, the first Black lesbian organization

California, San Diego where I earned a B.A. in Critical Gender Studies and Sociology.”

in the country, through a zine and traveling exhibit with the Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts
Robert Blackburn Printmaking Workshop, Lesbian Herstory Archives, and members of Salsa
38

Soul Sisters. Learn more about Shawn here: https://shawntasmith.commons.gc.cuny.edu/
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Syd Baloue, Events and
Programming Coordinator

Justin T. Brown,
Executive Director

Syd Baloue graduated magna
cum laude from the University of
Pennsylvania in 2011 with a B.A.
in Political Science and pursued
public policy research as a German
Academic Exchange (DAAD) Scholar and Transatlantic Fellow
in Berlin, Germany from 2011-2014 before completing a
dual-degree masters in Urban Policy at the Paris Institute
for Political Studies and the London School of Economics
from 2015-2016. Syd’s background in social, racial and
eco-justice policy-based work laid a foundational bedrock
for his creative interests. A voracious traveler and active
member of the Ballroom Community who is fluent in French
and German, writing is the through-line of all his work.
After trying to bridge his work in an academic setting and
as a cultural producer, Syd left his PhD in Africana Studies
at the University of Pennsylvania in 2018 as he realized that
storytelling through film and television was the best medium
to share stories and connect people across continents, cultures
and time. As someone rooted in diaspora and interested
in traversing its intersecting lines, Syd is excited to create
space for the compelling beauty and complexity of different
life perspectives in events and programming at CLAGS.

Justin T. Brown Ph.D. is an Assistant
Professor of Health Sciences at
LaGuardia Community College,
CUNY where his teaching primarily
centers on courses in public health
and human services. Dr. Brown’s background mainly resides
in the areas of program development and intervention
evaluation. His collaborative research focuses on addressing
health inequities among persons of color, LGBT, youth, and
those populations at the intersection through asset-based
approaches. Prior to CLAGS, Dr. Brown was the Deputy
Director of the CUNY Institute for Health Equity and worked
for several years running one of the only national social
service agencies dedicated exclusively to working with LGBTQ
youth of color. Brown completed his doctoral training with
a health concentration in the Critical Social-Personality
Psychology program at the CUNY Graduate Center.
Contact:
Phone: (212)-817-1956

Jasmina Sinanovic, Director of
Finance and Development

Contact:
Phone: (212) 817-1958

Jasmina Sinanović teaches at the
Communications, Arts and Sciences
Department at the Bronx Community
College and Anthropology, Gender
Studies and International Studies
Department at the City College by day and is a performing/
theatre artist by night. Their research interests are in queer
performance and postcolonial theory as well as the study
of the idea of Balkanism. She holds an M.F.A. in Dramaturgy
from Stony Brook University and M.A. in Theatre from CUNY.
Contact:
Phone: (212)-817-1957
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CLAGS: The Center for LGBTQ Studies
Graduate Center, CUNY
365 Fifth Avenue
Room 7115
New York, NY 10016
212 817 1955
info@clags.org
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